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TWENTY-SIX YEARS OF PAINS TAKEN OVER THE SOCIALIST CAUSE--STUDYING THE 
"SELECTED WORKS OF ZHOU ENLAI,' VOL 2 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 2-7 
[Article by Li Ping [0500 1627]] 


| The "Selected Works of Zhou Enlai," Vol 2 is a collection of 56 
cles. This volume has been selected and edited from the large number 
of reports, articles, speeches, letters, and telegrams written by Comrad: 
Zhou Enlai after the founding of the PRC. It gives expression to the cours: 
1f his arduous struggle for the party and people with unwavering loyalty 
over those 26 years, to much of his keen understanding and brilliant ideas 


on China's socialist transformation and construction, and to his lofty moral 


character and fine style. Studying the "Selected Works of Zhou Enlai,’ 


Vol 2 will help us a great deal and push ahead the reform and party rectifi- 


cation now under way. 
[. Making Progress Through a Tortuous History 


ver 26 years and more from the founding of the PRC to the day when Comrade 
Zhou Enlai left us, the Chinese people scored splendid victories, working 
hard with high spirits under the leadership of the CPC. And we have met 

serious setbacks, too. Comrade Zhou Enlai, as one of the party leaders and 
premier, set up an immortal monument in the history of the party and state 
ind ian the hearts of the people by unfolding work with great creativeness 

and making progress for victories, and by exerting his whole heart and sou] 
to overcome setbacks and to change the situation. The "Selected Works of 
Zhou Enlai" is a miniature of this monument. 


At the founding of the PRC, China confronted the ruins left over by the 
KMT's reactionary rule, some of its territory was yet to be liberated, 
thousands upon thousands of bandits were to be weeded out, the new govern- 
ment needed to be built and consolidated, bureaucratic capital had to be 
confiscated, relief needed to be sent to the disaster areas and the 
unemployed, the unfinished tasks of democratic revolution had to continue 
to be completed, the dangerous situation of the extreme confusion in finance 
and economy called for immediate change; full-scale reconstruction was ahead 
of us, and there were a thousand and one things to be done. Comrade Zhou 


C 


Enlai did a lot of arduous work in all these respects. Before long, U.S. 
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aggression against Korea began. 
charge of routine work of the CPC Central Military Co 
prepared the organization of the northeast border defens 


Qn ’ , > . . 
LOmMmrade Z20n0u mrnial 


acawing up the strategic decision to 


bility of the arduous task of organizing the Chinese 


fight abroad, assistinz Comrade Mao Zedong in drawing 
policies for campaigns of the Chinese People's Volunteer 


made tremendous efforts 


in the 
vur side in the Kcrean truce 
executed the principle of fighting the war, stabilizing the 


Support 
talks. 


of rear services 


At the same time, 


and building the country simultaneously, and drew up 


together with Comrade Chen Yun and others, which enabled Chi 


onstruction when 


enter large-scale, planned economic c 


of our country came to an end. 
1954, at which the agreement on the 


was signed. 


ce 
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He participated in the 
2ssation of hostil 
In 1955, he took part in the Asia-Africar 


Bandung, with the participation of 29 countries and re 


tributions to the success of the conference. He orga 


ai 


implementation of the First 5-Year Plan and socialist 
gave guidance to, and scored important achievements in, 
united front, the intellectuals, 
wich Comrades Liu Shaoqi and Chen Yun, he fought against 
advance in econo :ic construction. 


and science and culture. 


As 
advance and the earnest implementation 
National Congress, the year 1957 became one of the fisc: 


a result of strugg 


of the principle 


the best results in China's economic work. 


Between winter 1957 and early 1958, 


a campaign took p 
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to safeguard the motherland and defend our homes," 
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struggie against rash advance, which later developed into 


Forward," 


The "Great Leap Forward" brought about extreme 


national economy, with the chief proportions suffering from serious 


ance. 


time. 


advanced units in agriculture, and pointed out: 


[Ln December the 


same year, 


In November 1958, Comrade Mao Zedong called a 
and began to correct the mistakes which had come to 


Comrade Zhou Enlai 
up the problems of the "Great Leap Forward" at the national co 


1 
ve 


First, 


development must be based on objective possibility; and 
planned development in proportion must be observed. 


together with Comrades Li Fuchun and Bo Yibo, he proposed t 


principle of "readjusting, restructuring, consolidating, 


which soon received the affirmation and 
As a matter of fact, readjustment was not limited to wor! 


national economy, but involved many fields of social 


Enlai expended painstaking care on the work. 
Comrade Nie Rongzhen prepared and organized the leading 
scientific research on guided missiles and 


During 


aviation, 


approval of the 


the work of the special commission for the research and te 
missiles and nuclear weapons. Wi 
atomic bomb, he made a statement 


China would never be 


the 


first to 
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[The campaign to oppose the " tist trends,’ which began toward 
tl end of 1973, and t - to “criticize Lin Biao and 
onfucius,'’ which bega in ea 174, re actuall igainst Comrade Zhou 
ilai, spearheaded b liang | her e. At this time, Comrade Zhou 
ilai seriously ill; er, la i night, devoting hi 
limited life to the « eo] whol] ind thoroughly, 
ile doing his best t re the th rt ind state from falling 
mplete] in the hand " it the First essi f th 
Fourth NPC in 19/4, he il of the four moderniza- 
t . hich had been first I { » vased on tt rade Mao 
n suggestion l tre ‘ left t the peopl througn t 
the untry. 









































Comrade Deng Xiaoping said: " r Enlai wa r 

vONrace vetip ALaOopineg sal ° ir ace 2n | Bhnial WaS a pers 

aaa as 14d ; ’ " er 7 1] _ -] _ 

ang wouid not be upset Dy criticism. ne aiwayS worked iz Ours ; 
-ma 7 y Lae lA _— e ; . . 7 L.+ is 1 

sometimes even more than io hwurs: ne had been so all his ili ° it 

4 . , ° ‘ ~ 1 7 a . . ; ‘ 7 ° 

wnen the mistake of the reat Cultural Kevolution Was takin place ; 

wnen Unina Was Su fering [from setbacks, the whole Situation o! 

State was maintained only wit! m™ lif fi Itv }t qu ‘om | 

State WaS Maintained niy with some airriculCy pecause Comrade Zhou 


a , oF “2 a + } 7 sry | -_ L, M > s+ +74 + 
pave expression to the witli of the peopie in their opposition to t 


_ + . | 7 7 ; - . , | 
Cultural Revolution,” and played the role of mainstay. Comrade Chen 


Bi 


said: Without Comrade Zhou Enlai, the aftermath of the "Great Cult 


¥ 


Revolution" would have been unthinkable, and he managed to prote: . 
comrades. It was precisely because a considerable number of 
been protected by Comrade Zhou Enlai that the smashing of the "gan 

and the victory of the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committ: . 
were organizationally ensured, and the Chinese people finally welcomed in ‘ 


brand-new historic period of development. 


T Da; : = »y Rffartc T Riii 7 ’ } ~ 4 « en nf So Donwer 
[Il. Painstakinge Efforts To Build a Modernized Socialist Powe 
1 Wa 7 = ‘7 1. c 71 rm 7 . ! 7 , _ . 1 . 
The Selected Works of Zhou mBnial, Vol 2 is very rich in mtcener, in 


has made important theoretical contributions to Mao Zedong Thou . Here, 
I should like to attempt a concise discussion of Comrade Zhou Ealai' 
brilliant ideas and correct views on building China into a mo 

socialist power. 

In March 1949, the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh CPC Cent 

mittee pointed out that from then on the focus of the party's wor ust bi 
on the cities, while all items of work in the cities should center a1 
and serve the central work of production and construction. The first 
article collected in the “Selected Works of Zhou Enlai," Vol 2 is a speech 
made in December 1949, which put forth the view that “production is the basis 
task of our new China,” analyze! with creativeness the six relati 

urban and rural areas, China and foreign countries, industry and commerce, 
the public and the individual, labor and capitalists, and superior and 
subordinate, and pointed out: “We must develop industry on the basi 
developing agriculture, and raise the level of agricultural producti 

the leadership of industry. Without the basis of agriculture, it 
impossible for industry to advance; without the leadership of industry, 
agriculture will not be developed." For the first time the relation be 
basis and leadership concerning industry and agriculture was proposed, 

was an important discussion of Mao Zedong Thought on the dialectical r 
tions between industry and agriculture, and between urban and rural ar 

in the years of construction, and a further development of the relevant 
proposition put forth by the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh CP 
Central Committee. 


At the First Session of the First NPC in September 1954, Comrade Zh lla 

pointed out: "Economic construction work has taken the primai 

the whole of national life." He proposed the modernization of industry, 

agriculture, transport and communications, and national defense; which - 
the earliest version of the four modernizations. He said that if w 
to realize modernization, it would be impossible for us to get rid 
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ZHOU ENLAI WAS A MODEL IN APPLYING DIALECTICAL MATERIALIST PHILOSOPHY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 8-12 
[Article by Shi Zhongquan [4258 0112 3123]] 


[Text] Zhou Enlai was one of the founders and leaders of new China. During 
his 26 years as premier, an important reason why he made great contributions 
in socialist revolution and construction was that he was a model in applying 
dialectical materialism. Volume 2 of the "Selected Works of Zhou Enlai" 
contains theses which profoundly summarize historical experiences in China's 
socialist construction, and many of his speeches and articles in this volume 
shine with the radiance of dialectical materialist ideology. In a speech in 
1963, he said: "Instead of subjective idealism or mechanical materialism, 
we use the ideology of dialectical materialism as our guiding principle. 
Dialectical materialism enables us to understand objective laws better and 
to bring our subjective initiative into better play." ("Selected Works of 
Zhou Enlai," Vol 2, p 413) He always followed, applied, and exercised this 
phiiosophical theory. 


Probing the Socialist Road Suited to China's Conditions by Proceeding From 
Objective Reality 


The idea of building a socialist country with Chinese characteristics was 
proposed by the 12th CPC National Congress, but such an idea actually emerged 
in the works of revolutionaries of the older generation written shortly after 
the PRC was founded. In regard to leading the new country, they had already 
considered how to adapt the new system and new policies to China's condi- 
tions and how to make them embody China's characteristics; that is, they had 
already probed the socialist road with Chinese characteristics. Like the 
works of other party and government leaders written in the socialist period, 
which either have been or will be published, Volume 2 of the "Selected Works 
of Zhou Enlai" is a historical record of probing socialist with Chinese 
characteristics by proceeding from China's objective conditions. 


In order to proceed from objective reality and to build socialism according 
to China's conditions, Zhou Enlai paid close attention to the following: 


First, he viewed Marxist-Leninist theory as the guiding principle and not as 
abstract dogma. His analysis of the characteristics of China's national 
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bourgeoisie and his explanations of the special policy toward the bourgeoisie 
are examples of combining Marxist-Leninist theory with social practice in 
China. He also applied this principle when analyzing the problem of 
nationalities and explaining the party's policy on nationalities. In 
explaining the necessity for exercising regional autonomy on minority 
nationalities instead of practicing regional national republics as the 
Soviet Union does, he pointed out: Although China is a multinational coun- 
try, it is different from the Russia during the Lenin era. Viewed from the 
development of the history of nationalities, China's various nationalities 
have intermingled, assimilated each other, and influenced each other; viewed 
from the development of modern revolutionary movements, China's various 
nationalities were oppressed and trampled on by imperialists, and they 
formed deep friendly feelings in the struggle against their common enemy 

and during the national democratic revolution; and viewed from the develop- 
ment of the economy of various nationalities, although minority nationality 
regions are "large and rich in resources," they are economically and cul- 
turally backward and need the help of the Han nationality for their rapid 
development. Therefore, “it is appropriate to exercise regional autonomy 

on minority nationalities in China, but inappropriate and impossible to 
establish national republics." (p 257) Zhou Enlai's explicit explanations 
of the party's policy on nationalities in accordance with the development of 
China's nationalities are a creative application of Lenin's principle of 
"national self-determination." 


Second, he encouraged the spirit of learning from advanced foreign experi- 
ence instead of mechanically copying it. At a government administration 
meeting shortly after the founding of the PRC, Zhou Enlai pointed out: In 
learning from the Soviet Union, we must not mechanically copy its experi- 
ences and must do our best to avoid its shortcomings and mistakes, so as to 
prevent ourselves from making errors. Although the Soviet mistake of one- 
sidedly developing heavy industry to the neglect of light industry and 
agriculture had not been totally exposed at that time, by proceeding from 
the fact that China is an agricultural country, Zhou Enlai pointed out: 

"We must develop industry on the basis of developing agriculture and raise 
the level of agricultural production under the leadership of industry. 
Without an agricultural basis, industry cannot go forward; without being 
led by industry, agriculture cannot develop.” (p 10) Zhou Enlai was one of 
the party leaders who early on suggested correctly handling the relation- 
ships between industry and agriculture. His thesis developed the spirit of 
Mao Zedong's speech at the Second Plenz-y Session of the Seventh CPC Central 
Committee and was an initial expression of the principle of "taking agricul- 
ture as the basis and industry as the leading factor." Zhou Enlai's thesis 
also explains the relationships between cities and the countryside, between 
China and foreign countries, between industry and commerce, between the 
public and the individual, and between labor and capital. It was, in fact, 
the ideological basis of Mao Zedong's theory of the 10 major relationships. 


In the First 5-Year Plan period, to probe into the socialist road suited to 
China's conditions, Mao Zedong put forward the idea of "having both industry 
and the people in mind" after he wrote "On the 10 Major Relationships." At 
the Second Plenary Session of the Eighth CPC Central Committee in November 
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1956, Zhou Enlai thoroughly explained Mao Zedong's idea. He said: The 
Soviet Union and some socialist countries are one-sidedly developing heavy 
industry to the neglect of agriculture, light industry, and the people's 
immediate interests, thus causing a serious imbalance in economic develop- 
ment. We should pay attention both to heavy industry and the people's 
interests. Only thus can we give priority to developing heavy industry. 

If we do not concern ourselves with the people's immediate interests but 
require them to tighten their belts, their standard of living will be 
lowered instead of being raised, their initiative cannot be brought into 
play, and heavy industry will come to a standstill even if it has developed. 
We should frequently recall this lesson. Due to various political and his- 
torical reasons, for a period of time the party overlooked this lesson. 
However, correctly handling the relationships between agriculture, light 
industry, and heavy industry remains the party's valuable lesson suited to 
China's conditions. 


Third, he stressed the necessity for displaying subjective initiative and 
opposed doine things out of subjective imagination. His important economic 
thesis is to dialectically unite respect for objective laws with a display 
of subjective initiative, to develop economic construction in an orderly and 
steady manner according to objective needs and possibilities, and to oppose 
both rightist conservative ideas and rash actions. In early 1956, respon- 
sible persons of some departments and localities became hotheaded and acted 
blindly and rashly, thus creating a very bad situation in the national 
economy. At the Second Session of the Second CPPCC held in January, Zhou 
Enlai pointed out: We should avoid overreaching the present conditions 

and should not do things that could exceed objective possibilities. Other- 
wise we will commit the mistake of acting blindly and rashly. He subse- 
quently pointed out: Economic construction should not be divorced from 
reality, from the masses, and from today's needs and possibilities. [t is 
dangerous to act blindly and rashly. At the Eighth CPC National Congress, 
he further explained this thesis, stressing that “we should rationally 
determine the development rate of the national economy according to objec- 
tive needs and possibilities and place our plans on a positive and reliable 
basis." (p 218) But the "Big Leap Forward" in 1958 negated these correct 
suggestions, thus doing serious harm to the national economy. In the first 
half of the 1960's, then summing up lessons in China's economic development, 
he pointed out: In exploring the road of socialist construction, we have 
been overanxious for quick results and many things have been done on too 
large and excessive a scale, which has left aftereffects. We can see that 
economic construction should be carried out in an orderly manner. The 
tortuous history of the past 30-odd years has proved this: The "Big Leap 
Forward" out of subjective imagination has nothing to be emulated; it is 
best to develop the economy in an orderly and steady manner according to 
objective needs and possibilities; and only by observing objective economic 
laws can subjective initiative be turned into a powerful productive force 
which creates material wealth. 
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Investigation, Working Out a Correct Policy and 


Zhou Enlai once said: Man's thoughts are the reflection of the objective 
world in his mind, whether or not he admits this or is conscious of it. 
Materialists admit this and consciously try to make their thoughts correctly 
reflect the objective world. This is Zhou Enlai's summation of the theory 
of dialectical materialist reflection. 


How can we consciously adhere to this line of thought? Zhou Enlai maintained 
that the fundamental method was to investigate and study. He practiced what 
he advocated and paid attention to investigation and study. He obtained 
initial knowledge by "looking at flowers while riding on horseback," and 
carried out investigation in selected units by "dismounting from horseback 
to look at flowers." In other words, he went deep among the masses at the 
basic level to investigate and invited the responsible persons concerned to 
investigate. He carried out direct as well as indirect investigations. He 
also conducted investigations while he was at work or during activities and 
when he had other contact. Thererore, he knew the situation better and 
more accurately than many people, even professionals. He was a party 

leader who was good at carrying out various types of investigations. 


Especially when the party wanted to work out a major policy and principles 
did Zhou Enlai pay closer attention to carrying out systematic and meticu- 
lous investigations. For example, at the end of 1955, the CPC Central Com- 
mittee decided that a meeting on the problem of intellectuals should be 
convened in January 1956. A 10-man group, which he headed, was formed to 
study the problems of intellectuals. Although the preparation time for the 
meeting was very short, he still conducted extensive investigations, such as 
inviting to a discussion some well-known intellectuals and the responsible 
persons of units which had many intellectuals, asking the Central Democratic 
League to investigate the attitudes and wishes of senior intellectuals, and 
collecting typical materials regarding intellectuals in seven cities, includ- 
ing Shanghai and Tianjin. After obtaining a large amount of information, on 
behalf of the CPC Central Committee, he took charge of the work of drawing 
up "The CPC Central Committee's (Draft) Instructions on the Problems of 
Intellectuals" and other documents. At the meeting, he delivered a “Report 
on the Problems of Intellectuals." The investigation before the meeting had 
an impcrtant bearing on formulating the documents and forming many correct 
views contained in the report, such as the assessment of the present state 
of China’s intellectuals, the appraisal of the role of intellectuals in 
socialist construction, and the analysis of the class attributes of intel- 
lectuals. 










Zhou Enlai stressed that while conducting investigations, ‘t is necessary 


to use correct methods. 






First, it is necessary to adopt a scientific attitude of seeking truth from 
facts. He held that investigation and seeking truth from facts are comple- 
mentary to and conditional upon each other. On the one hand, investigation 
is a means of seeking truth from facts; on the other hand, whether this can 









pe done aepenas mn Whel 
facts is adopt. a. ie 


of seeking truth from 


While carrying out investi 
truth from facts, respecting 


matters. 


Second, it is necessary 
opinions. This is an 
investigations. At 

different categories. 
democratic attitude is 
investigations, Zhou En 
listening to different 
decided that he should 
In order to work out a 


harnessing 


appropriate site for the Sanxia projects on 


February to early March 
departments concerned 


along the Chang Jiang, star 
a vice minister of electric 


Sanxia projects. Zhou 


aged him to freely air his views 


his courage and wisdom. 
priate suggestions and 


~ mvriry a i. ho 
Summatct 1< ai 


overall development, appropriate 
in building the Sanxia projects 
stressed that it is necessary 
long-term and short-term pl 
tributaries; between the 
medium-sized, and small pr 


tricity, irrigation and 


between generating and usin 


important significance 


Third, it is necessary 
it is necessary to adl 
and he followed thi 
Stayed to carry out 
Hebei Province. Readi 
commune enables us t 
masses. laily re 
production teams, tract 
in Boyan commune. Ea 
party members, and 
tion in canteens and t 
done. His investigati 
9— the central and Loc 
the rural policies ana 


better. In the follow 


> ‘ 





— 
S 
. . 
, 
iA 
ca 
) 
ic) 
iS 
A 4 
A 
> | 
Au 
_ 
) 
> 
tT 7 
s 
} 
AU 
+7 
7. 
\ 
sc Ff 
is? 





w\ 


rc sW ¥ ? = 
: .e t 
i itTcer ia l 
ver che Wliiin [ e 
’ . 
‘ . Find ¢ . P 
-_* s a m» &s 3° is . — 
' ? ‘ 
. a 1d CoO yT 1u = s 7 . SI A 
7 — cr 
es. \Ppp IOV, II iJ l ] 
é investigatior im tie unt 
tnat ne set an example Tr 
cyt . . lava - A . ‘ 
yl C AnalyZi in SOiVi 
tain a correct undaderstan 
2 l ih ind Wao ood L 
_ _- — -_ . : 
O] ind, and consistent wii 
] a+ a’ : . . , 
iad tnat 4n0U inl j Yas ney 
- F . 71 > 1 e 
licates Z4nou Enial §s 
A 7 ‘ ) aly ‘ 
or the Selected works i 
sition and meticulous, l 
4 : : 1 . 
urice rst inding tcnin 7s LI 
, . . . . . 
rieidads ofr study, and in 
tne concept ol inivers 
sed understanding things i 
. ’ ; > rsa ©] »4% 
ience dealing with unive 
ynnections to inaiyZe I 
. . . ‘ 
Lei tics. ( I t ‘ inive I | 
. } wh 1 _ ~} , 
i Che wii L.¢& ALi t } ai 
i mtirety (that is, the 
. , 
aominates tne partia sit 
, 
S ) means or the ey 
ittention to usin tn ) 
reiationsnlps. short 
m to various department 
L, ' ~ 14 - 4 } rho ren ’ 
€ famiiiar with Cf ene! 
4 . - y ; le - 
Lad », ECONO! , itla Ai 4 I 
yf entirety." (p 7) 1 
ructil nm, at Stré rot he 
Wa necessary CoO iT 7 t 
’ _ as ; shyt 
i et t r me - { ) 
ince, to le veL_Lop ti t ( 
1) . ittent Lon LO t i< Vi ; 
} 4 | ‘ : —adA " 
YOY, he criticized ne 
NAS Verlooking mMmprene:t 
elopment of the eco 
inted ut: | tral 
LTice i 4 A 
, 117° 
Wald, Ou! tasks [01 >t 
> . vv lL, | - ! 
ince, i( MaKe ~T Ol 
rrtion between irious it 
to develop in coordinat 


_» 
- 
rT) 
Ait 
ne’ 
ait 
? 

a 


— 


¥ isit 4 lad Au 
t wnat was on thelr 
5» 7 ¥ . > . + 
Lt ati Nn, ’ | Pe ee 
¥< * ¥ must est : 
( | : id exampie i r 
I nepdel > year | 
ng out investigatlo 
~ - on ce? 
LeMs 
things because Ne ] 
IC. His understal 
ecause Or tnls. 4 
+ —_ ‘ 
1a 1é Yr extremist. 
‘ ~A s* 4+ i+ 
l undaderstandaline. 
. '7 . 
i ; enat ic | u } 
. ’ . Fr 
nN CADP i Lt 1idiVoda 
] . nnporTr H Ty 
] il nanner:r. rie Dp 
} 1 - 
S SU i Uw 
7 Zz ,4¢ . aa 
io 4 AiLica dl d LTis pro 
1 aé } - 7 
Laled hanner. plale 
Lions. in cre 
pasi character] 
rm ? > " ny | 
{ is } \ ‘ li >» ‘ i 
‘ >t import - i 
ymntrois the part, th 
ay = ‘ } 
. ays i as 4 i « ; 
Za ? \ , , rm 
I | OnNneCt LiD« 
maivze and in 
/ . ‘ } | 
indin thi RU, 
LSSLONS r the vel 
, ' 
\ m the ounctt 5 Pp 
nr } hoe " } ; 
‘ ian 4 cn a4 efaAalLll 
ill-roun eve lopm 
yt of entirety and 
| : j 
Lani Lik} vit i 
7 ‘ ' 

3 icictis¢ 7 I 
) rt LON. | ‘ i? 
yn D . , , 
rwarta, 5 
} in 1 ( mn 
f meni w re OT 

] ) I i 
| CovTiie if j ii 
, } , 
. ma 
i< ‘ ’ 
’ > 
‘ t ‘ ' | { | 


c 

=. 

14 
i 








tT? | ° o . , , 
ition, this idea of comprehensive balance based on the concept 
- = eee —s a 7 : 1 2. ¢he 7 ] a , 
itireCy piayed a momentous roie in enabling the nationait economic 1Cua- 


n to change ror the petter. 


~ . | } ~ . . — 7 A aia lan . y Tl «r- : 17 - - 
1d, he used the concept of overall development to analyze problems iri 


ings in i 


ingle of their development, and he opposed understanding th 
manner. The fundamental difference between materialist dialecti 


ind metaphysics lies in the concept of development and the concept of con- 


cctions. Zhou Enlai stressed: “It is necessary to consider problems in 
erall manner from the angle of their development." (p 54) This view- 
yint ran through many of his speeches and articles. This is also an impor- 
mt reason why his understanding could closely follow the development 
tory and the times. Take his analysis of intellectuals, for example, 
vas the result of investigating and understanding the great changes 
ntellectuals had experienced since liberation. From some basic informatio: 
ew that by 6 years after the founding of the PRC, of all intellectuals, 
sressive and middle-of-the-road intellectuals accounted for 80 percent, 
<ward intellectuals lacking political consciousness 10 percent or so, and 
interrevolutionary and bad intellectuals only a smell percentage. There- 
yre, he explicitly pointed out: "A fundamental change has taken place over 
ie past 6 years in China's intellectual circles," and "the great majority 


them have become government functionaries who serve socialism, and have 
‘ome part of the working class." (pp 163, 162) Doesn't Zhou Enlai's 
ect thesis sharply counter the comrades who still regard intellectual 
in “alien” force and thus refuse to implement the policy on inrtelle 
We hope that these comrades will conscientiously study Zhou Enlai 
of analyzing problems, stop practicing metaphysics, and thoroughly 


ird all prejudices against intellectuals. 


i? he used the concept of the presence of contradictions to clarify 
1e relationships of opposites, and he opposed understanding things in a 
nical manner. Zhou Enlai maintained: Contradictions can be found 


rariou pects of matters, "it is necessary to observe problems from 


1 ingles" (pp 313-314), and “different opinions frequently emerge 


ifter people reflect on objective reality. One will negate what he has 


r 


reviously affirmed. Something is right when viewed from one angle but 


when viewed from another angle. Only when all aspects are taken inté 
int can a thorough understanding be acquired." (pp 389-390) In 


nalyzing contradictions, it is necessary to understand not only the re! 


ynship of opposites within various contradictory aspects, but also th 
lationships of unity within various contradictory points. Only thus can 
overall understanding be acquired. Zhou Enlai used this method to 
1alyze art and literature, bringing to light the links between opposites 
rious contradictions in art and literature. When meeting representative 
literature and art circles in May 1959, he pointed out: In cultura! 
irtistic work, it is necessary to walk on two legs; that is, to have 
ideological and artistic stability, to be both romantic and realistic, 
study Marxism-Leninism and to combine such study with practice, to hav: 
basic training and literary and artistic accomplishments, and to hav 
a unique style and the influence of others. At a literature and art 
yrum and a feature film creation meeting in June 1961, he analyzed 


_ 
~ 


> 





the dialectical relationships in lite: t 
out: The role of art and literaturé t 
Sistent, as education resides C ent c 
Sary to create works praising the f S Wwe 
expressive descriptions of people's free time. 
up as close to life as possible, should be done i irnes 
dialectically combine portrayals of reality and 
the “Great Cultural Revolution,” many ‘iterature art 
understand the links between opposites riou spect 
and they created some good works or perfor : 
Fourth, he used the concept of the individ it itr 
distinction between different types of contradicti » an 
understanding things in a unitary manner. Different thi 
contradictions. Materialist dialectical analysis la : 
the individuality of contradictions. Zhou Enlai pai lo 
using this analytical method. In handling forei re 
lifferent principles and policies toward differen 
that it is necessary to rely on the progressive forces, t 
middle-of-the-roaders, and to split up the obstinate for 
the rigid method of dividing the world sim ito “two 
away with, and a new trail was blazed in China's diplomat 
December 1953, for the purpose of improving Sino-Indian 1 
forward the five principles of peaceful coexistence, whi 
norms for relations between countries of different soci 


Bandung con 


mon ground while reserving 


ference i 


n 


Afro-Asian countries. 


Europe in J 
foreign eco 
tacts with 

and its pos 
China to ma 
Volume 2 of 
historical 


Zhou Enlai's 


politics, e 
the PRC, Zh 
affairs dai 
stucy of ph 
phical theo 
revolution 
Marxism wit 
philosophy, 
ophical th 
the Chinese 
is an extra 


value for development. 


tudying Vo 
ré itiona 


anuary 1964, 


nomic and 


the Third 
ition in 


ke brilliant 


> 


April 1955, he put for 
ditferences, thr 

On his tour to ]4 cou 

he put forward the « 
technological aid, furt 

World and enhancing Chi 

the world. Zhou Enlai's 
achievements in its 

the "Selected Works of Zhou Enla 


document 


0° 


the 
application of 


t 


conomy, culture, 


ou Enlai 


ly. He did 


ilosophy. 
ries and 


) il Cy . it is 
dialectical m 
and f re ign ré 


shoulde re i he ivy tasks 


not have much tim 
However » aS reat 
methods to s lve man’ 


and construction. He indeed s«¢ 


h China 


specifi conditions. 


it is necessary 


its application. 


eory, but 


revolution, 
intere 


ordinary, 


lume 2 of 


ries of the ol 


al SO 


problems in s 


ro 


ing into 
arrying ou 


the 


Bi , 


it 


sting, and live 


study in this 


ta» ; ‘? ) 
Sele ted works 


usin nhilosophy ai 
‘ ‘- a  * ’ » 


Ww ] tne A ‘ 
> trenethe i 
ntri¢ ln ‘ 
oe & 
her trengtne 
’ 
lle S Dr< st] ‘ 
flexible for 
diplomatic we 
ut ° 
j L& il l 
ide 
ri iism t 
tions. After 
+ + ‘ 
‘ ut ‘ 
rt tC Ci i; 
rxist, fi € 
\ A ce pr 
| 
a I 
I t ) 
mt Dp A 
Lewe t 
P ' 
N ni } 
] 
latter, iru 
pe t Li: t 





rc t 1 
t ¥ 
4 
. Vv 
> YY i 
c 
eh ¢ r iW 
t 
+ | 
iv 
t . > 
‘t 
s 
; , 
4 Ww . 
(oT) ° rie 
- ; 
N . 7 ‘ 
~ \ 
; ; 
1} l 
ls Tt ‘ Le 1) 
. ' 
¢ la 
? 
i ( A i 
in t ! 
4 > 
‘ 1 
rt it ] 
‘ ’ 
I ] 
al me \ 
+ ‘ 
4 ? 
1 ‘ t 
. ‘ ] 
Lai ‘ ; j 
us 
( ] ] 
| ’ 
t i ‘ ; 
ry ; 
il \ 
‘ 
i. ut i 
1ili¢ 
! ‘ 
i ‘ ‘ ii 
’ 
I \ i 
; 
i 
; ‘ i ij 








READING COMRADE MAO ZEDONG'S THREE LETTERS ON THE HISTORY OF CHINA'S 
PHILOSOPHY 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 13-17 
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[Article by Bian Yanjun [6708 1 


[Text] The two letters to Comrade Zhang Wentian in February 1939 included 
in "Selected Letters From Mao Zedong" and one letter to Chen Boda represent 
important literature from Comrade Mao Zedong on the history of China's 
philosophy. It was the first time that Comrade Mao Zedong in his works 
discussed in a relatively concentrated manner certain problems in the 
history of China's philosophy and assessed two figures of great weight. 
Though these three letters were written more than 40 years ago, Comrade 

Mao Zedong’s incisive views on the history of China's philosophy and his 
down-to-earth attitude toward academic studies still have a great enlighten- 
ing effect on our study of the history of China's philosophy and the cor- 
rect appraisal of historical figures today. 


[These three letters from Comrade Mao Zedong put forth some views on three 
articles written by Chen Boda, including “Philosophical Thinking of 
Confucius." Meanwhile, they also reflected an important aspect of Comrade 
Mao Zedong's effort during the Yanan period to study and research Marxist 


philosophy. 


The Yanan period was a time of our party's theoretical development and 
maturation. Comrade Mao Zedong's theoretical studies and his efforts in 


creating theory in this period were of decisive significance, as far as our 
party's theoretical buildup was concerned. Philosophy was the focus of 
Comrade Mao Zedong's research. Ina letter to He Ganzhi in January 1939, 
he said: "I do not have enough tools to work with. This year I can onlv 
still keep on studying to make tools, or studying philosophy, economics, 
and Leninism, with the emphasis on philosophy.” During the Yanan period, 
Comrade Mao Zedong studied many works on philosophy. Apart from the full 
texts of works by Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, he took up works by 

" "On Contradiction," 


many scholars at home and abroad. His "On Practice, 


and the whole "'Outline for a Lecture’ on Dialectical Materiali sm" can be 


described as works of profound and far-reaching influence written after he 


seriously studied philosophy. 











[hat Comrade Mao Zedong devoted so much energy to studying and researching 
Marxist theuvry and serving the theoretical buildup of the party can be 
traced far back. At that time, a serious and urgent task facing the whole 
party was to get rid of "leftist" dogmatic mistakes theoretically, sum up 
the experiences in two civil revolutionary wars, unify party awareness and 
raise cadres' ideological and theoretical level. Comrade Mao Zedong availed 
himself of the relatively stable environment in Yanan to set himself to 
reading and also to organizing the whole party to study theory. Comrade Mao 
Zedong's three letters were written under such circumstances. 


[here are four problems relating to the history of China's philosophy taken 
up in these three letters: 


1. The dialectical assessment of Confucius--the whole outline of philosophy 
being a discussion of concepts, but with one-sided truth in it. 


Confucius was a philosopher of the greatest weight in the history of China. 
[The Confucian school of thought founded by him was at that time the greatest. 
There has been a difference of opinion on how to assess Confucius and his 
philosophical thinking throughout history. Nor is there consensus now. 
Comrade Mao Zedong did not take up Confucius’ philosophical thinking fully 
and systematically in these three letters, but therein put forth many views 
never raised before. These views provide enlightenment for us in the study 
of Confucius and his philosophical thinking. 


On Confucius’ philosophy, Comrade Mao Zedong held the view that: "It is a 
discussion of concepts, as far as the whole outline of philosophy is con- 
cerned," that is, idealism. This was a judgment, with Confucius’ ida of 
"correct names" in mind. Confucius’ theory on correct names played a 
dominant role in his philosophy. Toward the end of the Spring and Autumn 
Period, for economic reasons, class relations changed dramatically. The 
position of the emperor of the Zhou Dynasty had been shaky. The federal 
princes in various areas were quick to assert themselves as kings. As a 
conservative thinker, Confucius attempted to restore the despotic slave- 
owning stratified patriarchal clan system of Western Zhou and thus put 
forth his theory on correct names. In the "Confucian Analects," it was 
recorded that in answer to his disciple Zi-Ju's question, Confucius said: 
"What is necessary is to rectify names. If names are not correct, language 
is not in accordance with the truth of things. If language is not in 
accordance with the truth of things, affairs cannot be carried on to suc- 
cess. When affairs cannot be carried on to success, proprieties and music 
will not flourish." In Confucius’ opinion, "correct names" are unusually 
important and must be put first. "Incorrect names" will give rise to a 
string of "evil" consequences. Only with the use of "correct names” can 
"language be in accordance with the truth of things," can “affairs be 
carried on to success," and can "“proprieties and music flourish." For this 
reason, on his trips to various states, he preached everywhere the correct- 
name idea that "a sovereign should be a sovereign, a minister should be a 
minister, a father should be a father, and a son should be a son." He held 
that a sovereign must assert his role and exercise his monarchical authority. 
A minister must know his own place and act like what he should be. A father 
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“If names are not correct, language is not in accordance with the truth of 
things; if language is not in accordance with the truth of things, affairs 
cannot be carried on to success..." i+ correct "as part of philosophy, or 
as the theory of practice. This means more or less the same as the idea 
that ‘there is no correct practice without correct theory.'" "All discus- 
sions on concepts have one-sided truth in them. The same is true of 
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These diiferences are what should be differentiated. All these 
int in them dialectical elements. 


, the materialist tendencies and the outstanding dialectical tl 
philosophy of Mo Zi and the Mo Zi school determined Mo Zi's place 
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story of China’s philosophy. Despite the limitations of historic 


ions and the level of development of social production, his philos 
{l marked with great spontaneity and simplicity. However, his 
ievements in philosophy and natural sciences reached a then advanced 

|. It was no exaggeration for Comrade Mao Zedong to draw a parallel 
Zi and our “great ancient dialectical materialism." 


1.6 mean--an important way of struggle between two philosophical fronts. 


fhe mean was a problem repeatedly mentioned in Comrade Mao Zedong's letter 
treated as an important way of thinking where the struggle between 
7 
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fronts was concerned. This was a new view put forth by 


L.OSOpnica 


rade Mao Zedong. 


he problem of the mean was a subject of relatively heated argument betwee 
the two schools represented by Confucius and Mo Zi. The Confucian school 
cated the following: "Standing erect in the middle, without inclining 
" "going too far is as bad as not going far enough," and 
taking hold of two extremes, determining the mean and employing it in the 
vernment of the people." What the Mo Zi school advocated was: "If a 
erson's rights are to be upheld, the harm of abusing power must be pre 
ited," "leaning to neither of two sides," "do not waver in upholdin; 
it is right," and so forth. Comrade Mao Zedong held that these idea 
‘mean the same thing as affirming the stability of quality. For the sak: 
jualitative stability, a struggle between two fronts is waged, and tl 
ictice of either going too far or not going far enough is opposed." 
ilosophies, all ideas, and all that represents everyday life must 
subject of struggle between two fronts in order to affirm th 
‘f relative stability of things and concepts." 
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chool as “exactly a case of Mo Zi seeing two sides to a given quality an 
1lling for leaning to neither side. This only means what is in the middl 
ind what really suits that quality." Mao Zedong pointed out: "There ar 
two sides to a quality. But there is one side of quality in a given p 


that is the main one, which is relatively stable. There must be inclina 
, tion--an inclination toward this side. So-called given quality or a qual 
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period of time and especially in the 10 years of turmoil, the concept 


the mean in the minds of people within the party seemed only somethi 
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conciliatory and eclectic of the right and had not the least i: 
speaking of. This is inseparable from a long period of a wrong i f the 
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years ago can help us arrive at a more comprehensive understandin tf the 
concept of the mean. 
Opposing erroneous "leftist" and rightist trends had been Comrade Ma 
Zedong's consisting thinking. In the article "Several Important Prob 
on the Existing Party Policy, he gave a very good illustration of thi 
roblem. He said: "In opposing ‘leftist' and rightist trends within tl 
party, we must decide upon a policy based on concrete conditions. For 
example, when the army is winning on the battlefield, we must guard agai 
leftist’ trends. When the army is fighting a losing battle or is unab!] 
t 


to win many battles, we must guard against rightist trends. in ar 


where the land reform has not been really started among the masses, o1 

where struggle has not yet unfolded, we must guard against right 

In areas where the masses have seriously launched or unfolded str 

must guard against ‘leftist’ trends." ("Selected Works of Ma , 

Vol 4, p 1211) Since the downfall of the "gang of four,” the part 

Committee and Comrade Deng Xiaoping, carrying on and developiit t 
iorious tradition from Comrade Mao Zedong, have quickly and « rect] 
iged struggle on two fronts. When the party was still suffering | 

the bonds of “leftist thinking" with various tasks in a stagnant st 

actively supported the discussion of the problem of "the criteri: 

truth" and led the whole party in an effort to turn chaos int rder 


enabling the party to restore the ideological line of seeking ut 
facts, in regarding the party’ ruiding thought. When the whol 
vetting rid of the consequences of the "Great Cultural Revolution” and 
summing up relevant experience ind lessons, an erroneou: 


wain arose from within and outside the party casting doubt 





leadership and on the socialist system. On behalf of the CPC Central Con- 
mittee, Comrade Deng Xiaoping quick led tor upholding the four funda- 
mental principles and directing efforts toward socialist modernization with 
Chinese characteristics, thus enablir he whole party to maintain a sober 
idea of things at all times. St1 e between two fronts was waged in a 
timely and correct manner. Erroneous "leftist" and rightist trends were 
opposed, such as “going too far" and "not going far enough." This is an 
important indication of a mature party. ie "left" and the right are two 
extremes. They depend on each other and transform into each other under 
given conditions. We must fight what is "leftist" where it exists and 
fight what is right where it exists. Only in this way can we bring about 
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"Confucius’ moral concepts should be subjected to materialist observation 
and greater criticism, so that they can be distinguished in a principled 
way from the Kuomintang"s moral concepts (the Kuomintang most fond of 
quoting Confucius in this respect). Confucius’ moral concepts have 
traditionally been cherished by the ruling classes. The Kuomintang acted 


most prominently in this respect. 
against th 
9f morality advocating the so- 
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"dying for a just cause, 
Mao Zedong called for 

and materialistically. 
ehly and 


"wisdom, 
. Comrade 


\istorically 
ited to thorou make clear criti- 


cize Confucius’ moral concepts and expose the false and reactionary nature 
of the Kuomintang reactionary group. he aim was to educate the people. 
. . . " . - . . ‘ ° " " 
Startine with an analysis of “wisdom, kindness, and courage," Comrade Mao 
Zedong criticized Confucius’ moral neepts. He pointed out: As far as 
Confucius was concerned, “wisdom (theory), not being based on objective 
facts, is dogmatic and conceptual. As to kindness and courage (practice), 
it can only be a case of being kind to the ruling class and not kind to the 
masses and having the courage to oppress the people and defend the feudal 
system and not the courage to serve the people.’ Comrade Mao Zedong 
. 4 r lx, _ . 1 +} . aca + + - f ( - : _% Wes odan k : 1 > . and 
incisiveiy exposec tne ¢ lass nature of mnrucius wisdom, inaness, anc 
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courage. He further pointed Out: visdaom, inaness, ind courape lave 
been called ‘three moral virtues.’ This is due to a traditionally vague 
idea of things. Wisdom represents theories, ideas, plans, programs, and 
policies. Kindness and courage represent an attitude that should be 
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assumed ir putting theories, policies, an forth intp practice. [he 
suggestion of "wisdom, kindn nd coura 1 logical shambles. 





Comrade Mao Zedong puinted out: "During the several thousand years since 


Confucius, such stuff as 'kindness' has been exploited by befuddled think- 
ers who have put forward concepts, leaving things in a mess and really 
causing people no small harm." He stressed that "Confucius' moral prin- 


ciples in these categories should be subjected to historical-materialist 
‘riticism and put in a proper place." 


From Comrade Mao Zedong's three letters, we can see that there is nothing 
ideologically hollow about his analysis and treatment of problems in the 
history of China's philosophy. In every way, he had the realities of 
actual struggle in mind and based himself on the live soil of real life. 
This is what every one of our philosophical workers and theoretical workers 
should seriously follow. 
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SOME QUESTIONS CONCERNING EXPERIMENTS OF COMPREHENSIVE REFORM IN SICHUAN'S 
RURAL AREAS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 18-21 
[Article by Yang Rudai [2799 3067 1486] ] 


[Text] After the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, like 
other provinces of our country Sichuan carried out reform of the economic 
structure, which is of far-reaching historical significance, in its rural 
areas. This reform has filled the countryside with life and vitality. Over 
the past 5 years and more, the reform has been carried out by and large in 
three stages. In the first stage, we reformed the previous collective 
economic structure of production brigades, introduced the system of con- 
tracted responsibility for production with remuneration linked to output 
across the countryside, and overcame the malpractice of “eating from the 
same big pot" so as to boost the enthusiasm of the peasants. This was the 
starting point in reforming the rural economic structure and also the motive 
force in stimulating reform in other fields in the rural areas. In the 
second stage, we reformed the managerial system of people's communes. The 
"integration of government administration with commune management" was 
replaced by the separation of the party from government administration and 
the separation of government administration from commune management; and 

the peasants organized specialized cooperative economic organizations of 
various forms and sizes in line with local conditions. In the third stage, 
we have been carrying out comprehensive reform as an experiment in some 
selected counties. The comprehensive reform at the county level is another 
campaign in the current reform of the rural economic structure and is deci- 
sive for the overall development of the rural economy. It is also of great 
significance to the restructuring of the national economy as a whole, with 
focus on the urban economy. 


In Sichuan experiments in rural comprehensive reform were first staged in 


Guanghan, Qionglai, Xindu and other counties. Over the past few years, 
they have emancipated their minds and boldly carried out experimental reform 
in various fields in an exploratory way. In reform each laid particular 


emphasis on its own problems and had its own strong points, but on the whole, 
they can be summarized in the following few aspects: 
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1. The economic responsibility system has been set up in agricultural pro- 
duction and all other fields so as to combine responsibility, authority, 
and benefit and bring into play the initiative of laborers and production 
units. In these experimental counties the system of contracted responsi- 
bility for production with remuneration linked with output has been intro- 
duced across the rural areas, related responsibility systems of various 
forms have also been instituted in factories, shops, offices in charge of 
scientific and technological work, and partv and government organizations. 


2. Adhering to the principle of bringing into play the enthusiasm of the 
collective and the individual, these experimental counties have built a 
diversified economy in agriculture, thus gradually changing the single- 
product economy of agriculture and enabling agriculture to provide more 
farm products for the market. On the premise of raising the per unit yield 
of grain crops and maintaining a steady increase in the gross output, they 
have rationally readjusted the distribution of crops in order to increase 
growing of industrial crops, use waste hillsides, flood lands and water 
surfaces to develop planting and breeding industries, and exploit local 
natural resources and trained personnel to run town enterprises of differ- 
ent kinds. 


3. They have gradually developed the combination of agriculture, industry, 
and commerce in order to change the situation in which the countryside can 
only provide farm and sideline products. They also set up enterprises which 
combine agriculture with industry and commerce on a trial basis. They 
develop the combination of agriculture, industry, and commerce mainly by 
bringing into play the advantages of local natural resources, labor force, 
technology and transport facilities. Varied forms of enterprises which conm- 
bine agriculture with industry and commerce have begun to cut across lines 
between administrative regions, trades and systems of ownership. 


4. Some links in agricultural production, and technological service have 
begun to separate themselves from the "small but all-embracing" production 
operation and are moving toward specialization and socialization. The way 
of independent operation has been gradually adopted in the fields of seed- 
breeding, plant protection, agricultural technological service, agricul- 
tural machinery supply and repairs, fodder supply, marsh gas development 
and accounting service. They have been formed into specialized service 
companies (stations), which are not restricted by administrative regions 
and systems of ownership, but are coordinated in a wider scope for compre- 
hensive service trades. 


5. While bringing into play the channeling role of state-owned commerce and 
the supply and marketing cooperatives, they have gradually established an 
open, multichannel commodity circulation system with as few levels as possi- 
ble. They have reformed the structure of the supply and marketing coopera- 
tives in an effort to restore the nature of the cooperative commerce of the 
peasants. Meanwhile, they have also established the supply and marketing 
companies and warehouses under the commune-run and brigade-run enterprises, 


and other collective and individual businesses. 




















6. 


with commune management, they have set up party committees and governments 


After changing the structure of integrating government administration 


at the township level and economic organizations of various descriptions to 
meet the needs of dividing work between the party, the government, and the 
enterprise. They have established townships on the basis of previous con- 
munes and villages on the basis of previous: production brigades, and most of 
the production teams have been built into local economic associations. 
Townships have their own financial offices in charge of revenue and expendi- 
ture and control of capital in various fields. 


7. To satisfy the needs of restructuring the rural economy, they have 
carried out initial reform of the managerial system and personnel system 
at the county level. In this connection, they have drawn a clear line of 
work division with regard to the party, government and economic affairs. 
They have simplified administrative organs and set up efficient offices in 
charge of economic affairs. They have also reformed the managerial system 
of cadres by transferring power of controlling cadres to a lower level and 
introducing the system of electing and recruiting the leadership of enter- 
prises and institutions. 


8. While working for a high level of material civilization, they are 
striving to build a high level of spiritual civilization in the rural areas. 
They have started reforming the education system, intensifying the develop- 
ment of intellectual resources, and seeking and absorbing talented people in 
the rural areas. They have reformed the rural medical system and firmly 
implemented the policy on family planning. Meanwhile, they have strengthened 
the rural work in the propaganda and cultural fields and built a number of 
civilized villages and townships. 


The experimental reform in these selected counties has yielded good results 
and accelerated the economic development. The value of the total industrial 
and agricultural output and per capita income in these selected counties as 
well as the public revenue are much higher than the provincial average 
level. Compared with 1978, the year prior to reform, the gross output value 
of industry and agriculture, the public revenue, and per capita income of 
Qionglai County all doubled in 1983; the gross output value of industry and 
agriculture in Guanghan and Xindu Counties went up by 71.1 percent and 62.6 
percent respectively; the public revenue, by 59.1 percent and 59.5 percent; 
and per capita income, by 167.4 percent and 100.7 percent. The developed 
production has benefited the state, the local authorities, the enterprise, 
the collective and the individual as well. 


[] 


Experiences gained in experiments in comprehensive reform in Guanghan, 
Qionglai, Xindu and other counties can be mainly summed up as below. 


First, provinces and prefectures (cities and autonomous prefectures) assign 
fixed quotas to counties in the public revenue and purchase of grain and 
major farm and sideline products. This is a prerequisite for changing the 
practice of “eating from the same big pot" in revenue and expenditure at the 
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industry, and trade in cured tobacco and wines. Proceedine from their 
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In order to expedite the development of the rural economy, our provin 


brought the number of counties selected for comprehensive reform exper 


in the rural areas to 34 this year and some successful experiences hav 


popularized to other counties. Meanwhile, it has also adopted some n 
policies and measures to push ahead with reform in depth. 
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Over the past few years, the selected experimental counties have mad 
mendous efforts to readjust the agricultural structure and scored cert 
successes, but what we have done is not sufficient. Our agricultural 
ture remains irrational, we should continue t readjust it in line wit 
actual conditions in different counties and the market situation so a 
gradually move agricultural production toward specialization and larg: 


‘commodity production. We must not slacken our efforts to develop grair 


production, but must maintain a steady increase in the grain output. 
impossi’le for all places to become self-sufficient in grain, but they 
should bring their advantages into full play in line with local condit 
We can largely reduce the acreage sown to grain particularly in the 
tainous areas, grasslands, and the suburbs of cities so that they 


ible t energetically develop a diversified economy, industry, sideli 
production and tertiary industry. In the mountainous areas, we hor 
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fforts to develop not only forestry but also grass planting, stockrai 


ind cultivation of Chinese medical herbs. We should attach great im 


rrass planting, especially in places not suitable for growing grain 


but suitable for growing different kinds of fodder grasses for the « 
of animal husbandry. This can achieve better economic results and 
to improvement of ecological environment. We should speed up economi« 


construction in the suburbs of cities and areas along the transport 11 


levelop the industry of processing different kinds of farm and sidelit 
products, and service trade in town and country and expand export 0! 

so that the peasants in these areas will be able to make efforts t 
ahead of others. Meanwhile, we should also help the impoverished ar 
develop their economy. 

Centering on the development of commodity production, we should go a 
further with reform of the rural circulation system. We should encour. 
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MORE ON THE LEADERSHIP SYSTEM OF SOCIALIST ENTERPRISES 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 22-26 
Article by Jiang Yiwei [5592 0001 5517]] 


[Text] The decision on reform of the economic structure adopted by the 3d 
Plenary Session of the 12th CPC Central Committee clearly points out: 


“Invigorating enterprises is the key to the restructuring of the national 
economy.” It adds: “With this key in mind, we must handle two types of 


relationships satisfactorily. That means we should extend the decision- 
making power of enterprises owned by the whole people by establishing 
correct relationship between them and the state, and safeguard the status 
of the workers and staff members as masters of the enterprises by estab- 
lishing correct relationships between them and their enterprises." The 
enterprise leadership system represents the correct relationship between 
the state and the enterprise and also represents the correct relationship 
between the workers and their enterprises. It pinpoints the two types of 
relationship. Therefore, how to establish a socialist enterprise leader- 
ship sys tem with Chinese characteristics is a major subject that we should 
seriously study in the course of the economic structural reform. 

[In the journal RED FLAG, issue No 21, 1980, [ published an article entitled 
"On the Leadership System of Socialist Enterprises," which put forth som 
immature and controversial opinions on the issue of the enterprise leader- 
ship system. Over the following 4 years, great progress has been made in 
the economic structural reform in our country, and some substantial chang 
have also occurred in the enterprise leadership system. Through the prac- 
tice of reform, people's understanding of some controversial issues has 
gradually become the same. The party central leadership and the Stat’ 
Council have decided to introduce the factory director (manager) responsi- 
bility system in all enterprises owne’ by the whole people and have started 
pilot projects in some cities. However, there are still some questions 
that we need to study more deeply. For example, how should we understand 
the manager responsibility system? How should we divide concrete functions 
and powers among the enterprise party committee, the workers’ congress, an 
the manager? How should we correctly handle the relationships between 
these three parties? Here, I would like to make a few remarks on the rele- 
vant questions, which may be used as reference material in other people 


studies. 


; t 4 } ray iT } Cc : * vy : 1] | " Lwn | ] 
What Basic Principles Should Be Followed in the Establishment of the Leader- 


lip System of Socialist Enterprises? 


ine i1e@adersnip system or soc ialist enterprises owned by the whole people 
should conform to the following basic principles: 
First, it must ensure the workers Status as masters of the enterprises, and 


this is a basic point that maxes a socialist enterprise different from a 


ipitalist enterprise. 


Socialism is based on public ownership and is a system under which the 
working people are masters of society and production. The CPC Central 
Committee's "Decision on Reform of the Economic Structure" points out: 
"The well-spring of vitality of the enterprise lies in the initiative, 
wisdom, and creativeness of its workers by hand and by brain. When the 
status of the working people as masters of their own enterprise is guaran- 
teed by its rules and regulations and when their labor is closely linked 
th their own material benefits, their initiative, wisdom, and creative- 
ness can be brought into full play." The master status of the workers 
should be reflected mainly in their right to participate in the management 
of the enterprise and in their undertaking of responsibility for the 
enterprise's business results. Therefore, the enterprise leadership system 
must effectively guarantee the workers’ rights to participate in the demo- 


cratic management. 


Second, it must meet the objective requirements of the socialized production 
and handling of commodities conducted by modern enterprises. Therefore, the 
leadership and command system of enterprises must be able to make prompt 


decisions and exercise unified leadership over the production process. 


A modern enterprise is a collective engaged in socialized production. 
Inside, it is a unity in which both division of labor and cooperation 


exist; outside, it has extensive relations concerning specialization, 


coordination, and integration. As a commodity producer and handler, the 
enterprise must have quick and convenient access to market information and 
must make prompt decisions in line with the changing market situation so as 
to maintain its favorable position in business competition. All this 
requires that the enterprise has a fully authoritative leadership that is 
ble to make prompt decisions in the production and marketing process and 


abd Lt LU 


to direct and coordinate all activities of the enterprise. Only thus can 


the enterprise achieve its targets. 


T 


[The "Decision" poin’s out: "Under socialism, there is unity between the 
uuthority of the enterprise's leadership and the status of the working 


people as masters of the enterprise and their initiative and creativit 


[his unity is a prerequisite for the proper, effective exercise of t 
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initiative."" Therefore, it is necessary to establish a strong and effi- 
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cient centralized leadership system in the enterprises on the basis 


democratic management. 
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leadership system must rrect relationship 

etween the socialist state and ti € t ust get rid of the 

iladies that are caused Dy the mi» tions of government wit! 
those of the enterprises. 
A basic function of a socialist state is t lirect and organize economi< 
construction. It must be affirmed that e ite should represent the 
whole people in managing the enterprise wned by the whole people. How- 
ever, the whole people's ownershi reviously equated to the state's 
direct control over the operations terprises. As a result, the 
enterprises were reduced to appendages to state institutions. This was 


the key reason why the enterprises 


"Decision" clearly points out the need to separate the functions of govern- 
ment from those of the enterprises. ‘The enterprises should be truly made 
a relatively independent economic entity and should become a producer and 
operator of socialist commodity production that is independent, responsible 
for its own profits and losses, and ca le of transforming and developing 
itself, and that acts as a legal perso! th certain rights and duties." 


Separating state ownership of th 
to operate independently and ensu 
independent commodity producers an 
longer have the power 
Instead, the state must 
tion over, and give necessary 
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Will no and 


prises. ex 
guid: 
and by economic, 
carry out administrative 
state functional departments. This 


Manageme! 


principal enterprise leaders, the 
orientation and plans, and the assi 
However, the state should not direc 
tion and business activities and tl! 
enterprises should have full power 
ness. 

[he above three basic principles can 
democracy should be integrated witi 
relations and unity should be inte 
ship between the state and the ente 
ciples when studying the establi 
system with Chinese characteristics 
[he Question of the Workers’ Democ1 
Workers’ democratic management repr 


SOC ial 


leadership system. 

> enuntry hae 1 many wv sot m2 
Our country has had many years ra 
democratie management in the iterp 
democratic management in the fo1 


administrative, and 


ist enterprise and the primary 


rprises. uld follow these prin- 

ialist enterprise leadership 
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Lt } haracteristic of the 
rinciple r the socialist enterprise 
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C1 L ¢ rience in carrying out workers 
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lacked necessary vitality. The 


e enterprises from the enterprises' power 
ng the enterprises’ status as relatively 
dealers, we do not mean that the state 

iction ot administering the enter- 
ercise necessary management and regula- 


to, the enterprises through planning 


legal means. The state should also 
the enterprises through various 
ncludes the appointment and removal of 
roval the enterprises’ developmental 
iment state plans to the enterprises. 
t] iterfere in the enterprises’ produc- 
eir routine management work, and the 
ind handle their routine busi- 
12 into one point, that is, 
centralis 1 the enterprises" internal 
rated pendence in the relation- 
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ither than a decisionmaking body. 
ased on this viewpoint, demo- 
ertainly be weakened, and it will 
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ie hand the factory director had the 
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rinciple, no one would < ppose wi rkers' democratic manarvement 
in socialist enterprise; neither would anyone oppose democratic managemen 
rm of the workers’ congress. There are two key questions at issu 
rst, should the workers’ congress function as an organ of power? Seco! 
should the workers’ congress have decisionmaking power and the power to 
C > € terprise leaders’? in my opinion, if we are to ensure the workers 
Status as masters of the enterprise and ensure the socialist character o1 


ente rprise, we Snouid make the workers congress an organ OL power! 


is the power to make decisions on major issues concerning the opera- 
,3 hk, . : 1 ao ’ 7 : : . . 
Cl ind DuSIiness ot the enterprise and to select enterprisé leaders. 


[This may give rise to some misgivings: 


9le are different from those owned 


1 , es = 1 1. - 1 1 : . 
e enterprises owned by the whole peot 
7 


77 ° . - 


‘ : r 4 1 -_ ma ¥ . . : : ~ oe -< a - c ‘ 
OLLeECLIVES. it the workers coneress unctions as an Organ oO! power, in 


what position should the administrative department concerned be placed?" 
inswer to this doubt is that this will give rise to no trouble at all. The 
workers’ congress is just an organ of power that decides the internal 
affairs of the enterprise. After the functions of the enterprise are 
separated from those of government, the enterprise will have the power to 
handle its production and business on a relatively independent basis. The 
organ of power will exercise this relatively independent power inside thx 
nterprise. As an organ of power of the enterprise, the workers’ congress 
should also be subject to the leadership of the administrative departments 
at the higher level, and its decisions on important issues should still be 
submitted to the administrative departments concerned for approval. There- 
l not affect the correct relationship between the state and 


- 
ec 


he adoption of the factory director responsibility system, if the 
ictory director still has to submit all major matters to the workers’ con- 
‘ress for deliberation and decision, as the congress exercises the decision- 
making power, how can the enterprise improve its efficiency?" By saying 
that the workers’ congress should exercise the decisionmaking power, we mea 
that it should determine the major policies and plans that concern the 
yroduction and business of the enterprise, including major steps for techn 
logical transformation, reinvestment, and merger or organization of the 
enterprise. But the congress will not be involved in the routine manageme 
yf the enterprise's production or in making decisions concerning the day-to 
lay business. Determining major issues of the enterprise through democrat i 
decisionmaking will draw on collective wisdom, absorb all useful ideas, and 
yrouse all the workers’ enthusiasm for working hard to fulfill these deci- 
ions. \is will precisely give support to the factory director responsi- 


rkers who come from the grassroots level do not know the overall situa- 
tion well ind it will be hard for them to put forward pertinent opinion: 


, 
on the maior issues which are to be decided. So the discussions at the 
e ° tT ‘7 . . = en . , 
workers’ congress will be just a show. This is not correct. It is com- 


letely possible for workers to suggest ways and means for the making of 


yr decisions and selections. In this regard, two questions should bi 
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determinative mechanism can ensure both the leadership functions of the 
. — sna — Tee _ = . _ 
government and the master position ot the workers. it represents an impor- 
tant characteristic of the socialist enterprise director responsibility 


System. 


Will democratic management, which is the foundation for the director respon- 
sibility system, hinder the factory director from directing routine produc- 
tion and exercising centralized leadership over the enterprise's operation? 
No, it will not. Democratic management is mainly reflected in the demo- 
cratic procedures for deciding major issues of the enterprise at the workers' 
congress, which is not frequently in session. So it will not interfere with 
the factory director's routine work. On the contrary, there must be a compe- 
tent and efficient management body, headed by the factory director, in the 
handling of routine production and operation. The factory director also 
exercises leadership over the deputy director, the general engineer, the 
general economist, and the general accountant. He has the power to appoint 

a principal official of the enterprise to preside over a work conference, 
which acts as an advisory body to the factory director. ‘The work conference 
can draw on collective wisdom and absorb all useful ideas in a democratic 
way, but it is not a democratic management body. All questions discussed 

by the work conference are determined by the factory director, and all orders 
are issued in the name of the factory director. All branches of the enter- 
prises, including various offices, plants, and workshops, can also adopt some 
appropriate democratic forms, but all decisions can come into effect only 
after the factory director approves them. Leaders of these branches can 

also be elected or recommended by democratic means, but the final appoint- 
ments must be made by the factory director. The factory director also has 
the final say when differences occur between him and branch leaders. All 
this falls under the power of the factory director in exercising centralized 
leadership and must be well maintained. 


The Question of the Party's Leadership 


Upholding the party's leadership is a basic condition for success in our 
socialist construction cause. In the ideological and political field, 
socialist enterprises must ensure the strong leadership of the party. This 
is a fundamental guarantee for all the workers’ advancing along the social- 
ist road. This is beyond question. However, how to effect the party's 
leadership in the new historical period is a question that must be seri- 
ously studied. In 1980, Comrade Deng Xiaoping touched on this question in 
his important speech entitled "The Present Situation and Tasks." He pointed 
out therein: "In order to uphold party leadership, we must strive to improve 
it." ("Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping," p 232) 


Previously, the party took over many administrative functions in the enter- 


prise leadership system, and party organizations in the enterprises took 
control of routine production and administration work. Practice has shown 
that this practice is not in line with the objective requirements of the 
production and operation handled by modern enterprises; moreover, it may 
even weaken the leading role of party organizations in the ideological and 
political field. In the reform of the leadership system over the past few 











years, more and more comrades have come to realize this point. Many reform 
measures have been adopted to separate functions of party organizations from 
those of enterprise administration, and these measures have brought about 
some positive results. On the basis of the experience in reform over the 
past few years, the party central leadership and the State Council have 
decided to introduce the factory director responsibility system in all 
enterprises owned by the whole people. This has further distinguished the 
functions of party organizations from those of enterprise administration. 
The "Decision" clearly points out: "Party organizations in enterprises 
should actively support directors in exercising their authority in giving 
unified direction to production and operation, guarantee and supervise the 
implementation of tthe principles and policies of the party and the state, 
strengthen the party's ideological and organizational work in enterprises, 
improve their leadership over the trade unions and CYL organizations, and 
do effective ideological and political work among the workers and staff 
members." 


According to the principle of separating the functions of party organiza- 
tions from those of the administrative organs, the main task for party 
organizations in enterprises is to play a leading role in the ideological 
and political fields. Does this mean that party organizations should no 
longer care about the work in production and operation? No. Party organi- 
zations shou?d continue to guarantee and supervise the enterprises’ produc- 
tion and operation. Some comrades, who are accustomed to the previous 
practice of substituting party organizations for administrative organs, 
think that the guaranteeing and supervising role is just a weakened per- 
formance of the party's leadership role. They say that without actual 
powers, it is impossible for party organizations to play a guaranteeing 


and supervising role. These opinions are incorrect. 


Only by freeing themselves from routine administrative affairs can party 
organizations in enterprises strengthen their work in the ideological and 
organizational fields and build themselves into vanguard contingents with 
a high degree of political consciousness and into powerful fighting forces 
for the modernization campaign; and only thus can they more deeply under- 
stand and more effectively carry out various principles and policies of 
the party and the state and objectively analyze and control the develop- 
mental orientation of the enterprises. Party organizations have high 
prestige in the enterprises. They should mobilize all party members to 
take the lead in carrying out the enterprise plans and schemes that are 
in line with the principles and policies of the party and the state, and 
this is the guaranteeing role they should play; when seeing the enter- 
prises going against the principles and policies of the party and the 
state, they should make criticisms or proposals, and this is the super- 
vising role that they should play. 


Party organizations in the enterprises should safeguard the workers’ rights 
to act as masters of the enterprises. At the same time, they should guide 
the workers to carry out the principles and policies of the party and the 
state. At sessions of the workers’ congress, the party secretary should 
give lectures on the situation and the policies, showing the correct 
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orientation for people's efforts. At the same time, party members among 
worker representatives should take the lead in adhering to the correct 
political orientation. 


The enterprise party organizatior should support the factory director in 
exercising unified administrative leadership and in giving centralized 
direction to production. When the factory director's decision does not 
seem to be well-considered, the party committee can make a criticism and 
put forth a proposal, but it cannot interfere in the functions of the 
factory director. 


This will never weaken the party's leading role if the enterprise party 
organization acts in the above-mentioned way. It is possible for differ- 
ences to occur between the party committee and the workers’ congress or 
between the party committee and the factory director. What should we do in 
this case? In general, these things will not occur under normal conditions. 
In a case where such a problem occurs, the only solution is to present the 
case to the government department at the higher level for a final decision. 
Here, we should clarify one point: By saying that the party should exer- 
cise leadership over the enterprises, we do not mean that only the enter- 
prise party organization can represent party leadership; rather, the depart- 
ment concerned in the higher authorities also represents party leadership, 
and party leadership is also exercised by the authorities at even higher 
levels. All our state organs are subject to the leadership of the State 
Council, so the State Council also represents the party central leadership. 
Therefore, differences among the enterprise party organization, the workers’ 
congress, and the factory director should be settled by the authorities at 
the higher level. This is in line with the principle of upholding party 
leadership. 
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GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 





IN THE 35 YEARS 


FOLLOWING THE FOUNDING OF THE PRC (STATISTICAL DATA, PART XII)--THE STATE 
OF MINORITY NATIONALITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 


16 Dec 84 p 27 


[Article by State Statistical Bureau] 


[Text ] 


h 





Total industrial] 
and agricultural 
output value 


Total agricul- 
tural output 
value 


Total industrial 
output value 


Cultivated area 
Grain output 
Cotton output 


Number of large 


domestic 
at year-end 


animals 


Number of sheep 
at year-end 





Unit 1952 1978 
100 57.9 367.7 
million 
yuan 
100 46.5 155.6 
million 
yuan 
LOO 11.4 212.1 
million 
yuan 
10,000 1,348 1,640 
hectares 
10,000 1,582 3,12¢ 
tons 
10,000 3.14 5.9/7 
tons 
LO,000 2,439 3,807 
head 
LO0,000 4,030 9,580 
head 


303.9 


316.8 


1,686 


4,02] 


16.83 


4,340 


9,673 


1983 
figure as 
a per- 
centage 
increase 
over 1952 
figure __ 


690 


2,610 


1983 
figure as 
a per- 
centage 
increase 
over 1978 
figure _ 


42.0 


40.3 


181.9 
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1983 1983 
figure as figure as 
a per- a per- 
centage centage 
increase increase 
over 1952 over 1978 
Item Unit 1952 1978 1983 figure figure 
Number of pigs 10,000 1,137 3,260 3,971 250 21.8 
at year-end head 
. Steel output 10,000 128.5 173.4 34.9 
tons 
Raw coal output 10,000 178 6,081 6,521 3,560 7.2 
tons 
Output of 10,000 Dee 577.7 672.4 12,830 16.4 
crude oil tons 
Power genera- 100 9.8 174.0 239.3 29,810 37.5 
tion million 
kilowatt- 
hours 
Timber output 10,000 233 1,212 1,565 570 29.1 
cubic 
meters 
» Railroad km 3,787 9,018 12,088 220 34.0 
mileage 
Highway mileage 10,000 km 2.59 20.80 23.00 790 10.6 
Length of postal 10,000 km 13.13 94.75 88.11 570 -7.0 
routes 
» Volume of 100 17.9 150.8 277.5 1,450 84.0 
retail sales million 
yuan 
. Number of beds 10,000 0.57 22.44 27.30 4,690 Zhe 
in hospitals beds 
and sanatoria 
Number of 10,000 1.79 27.94 38.77 2,070 38.8 
health tech- people 
nicians 
. Number of 
students of 
minority 
nationalities 
Tertiary-level 10,000 0.29 3.60 5.96 1,960 65.6 
institutions people 








1983 
figure as 
a per- 
centage 
increase 


over 1952 





institutions 


8. Books published 
in national 
minority 
languages 


Magazines pub- 
lished in 
national 

ity languages 


lished in 


ity languages 


9. Capital con- 
Struction 
investment by 
units 


Total 
investment 
1950-1983 





Unit 1952 1978 1983 figure _ 
Secondary-level 10,000 9.20 252.62 191.18 1,980 
people 
Primary schools 10,000 147.42 768.56 812.90 450 
people 
10,000 661.2 3,980 3,358 410 
copies 
10,000 168.6 313 616 270 
copies 
minor- 
Newspapers pub- 10,000 2,933.3 7,072 10,371 250 
copies 
national minor- 
100 3e3 93.04 61.78 1,770 
million 
yuan 
owned by 
the whole people 
cumulative 100 839.41 Accounting 
million percent of 
yuan total 
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national! total. 
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ition and natural resources in minority nationality autonomous regions 
is proportions of the national 


national total. 


286 million hectares, or 89.6 percent of the national 


52.3 percent of 


of the national tot 
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THE OBJECTIVE BASIS OF NOT CHANGING THE POLICY OF INVIGORATING THE DOMESTIC 
ECONOMY AND OPENING TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 28-29 
[Article by Zhang Qihua [1728 0796 5478}] 


[Text] After being put into practice for a period of time, the party's 
policy of invigorating the domestic economy and opening to the outside world 
has enabled the national economy to develop and the people's living standard 
to improve at a relatively fast speed, winning the support of the broad 
masses of the people. Many learned men abroad have also expressed apprecia- 
tion and welcome for this policy. As a matter of course, some people still 
do not feel very much relieved, fearing this policy might change some day. 
However, provided that we make a deepgoing investigation of the whole 
process by which the 3d Pienary Session of the llth CPC Central Committce 
proposed and put into practice this policy, in particular, of the relation- 
ship between the ideological line of seeking truth from facts and this policy, 
it is not difficult to be convinced that this policy of the party will not 
change, and will not possibly change. 


In fact, there are no permanently unchanging things in the world. However, 
changes of things do not arise without cause and reason, and are not 
inestimable and incalculable. Instead, they change under conditions and 
laws. Given the conditions, things will change in accordance with a cer- 
tain pattern (but not any pattern). And such changes are independent of 
man's will. For example, when productive forces develop to a certain 
degree, production relations are bound to effect reforms to be suited to 

the levei of development of productive forces; on the contrary, if produc- 
tive forces have not developed to this degree yet and production relations 
do not possess the conditions for reform, an artificial change is impossible 
and such a change, if forced, will not last for long. The developmental 
changes of the socialist construction cause which we are engaged in are also 
under conditions and laws. These conditions and laws determine the policy 
we adopt. 


The party's policy is a thing in which subjectivity reflects objectivity 
and objectivity mirrors subjectivity; its correctness and incorrectness and 
the degree of correctness all depend on whether it tallies with objective 
reality, namely, whether it tallies with the national conditions in China, 
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people will ask, if it does not change today, will the poiicy change 
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he economy in China becomes developed in the frfuture: we can say that 


l not change then either. This is because the objective needs and the 
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in China is a long-term task. Our aim is not only to reach the level 


4 


= * 


a 
c 4 
3 
e} 
CSL 
>A 
iV) 
ne~ 
? 
77 * 
TY) 
Cli 
‘ 
. 


mental conditions for formulating this policy will still exist for a 


erably long period of time and the 


realization of the four moderniza- 
comparatively well-off, but also to lay down foundations for greater 


nent in the nationai economy. Our loft aspiration and great ideal 1S 


roach the level of the developed countries in the world. In order to 
ze this objective, we shall never close the country to international 


urse, nor will we give up the economic policy of invigorating the 


ic economy. Ours is a socialist country and we should persevere in 


A 


-ialist road and develop socialist economy. We engage in diversified 


including individual economy, we absorb foreign capital, we run 
-apital operations, and so on, but all these will not possibly damage 
1 
A 


in body of our socialist economy and will not shake the socialist 


pment of socialist economy and be advantageous to tl 


J 


v 





in our country. On the contrary, it will only be helpful to the 
1e consolidation 
relopment of the socialist system. Thirty years, 50 years, and 70 


; hence, when the socialist economy in our country becomes more developed 
the socialist system becomes more consolidated and powerful, we shall 
still less reason to change this policy. If we take a broad outlook, 
nd the height to take a distant view, and truly understand the objective 
and the fundamental conditions for our party to formulate the policy 
vigorating the domestic economy and opening to the outside world, we 
»e thoroughly convinced of the long-term nature and stability of this 
and believe that it will not change. 
uurse, when we say that this policy will not change over a long period 
ime, this is only fundamentally speaking, and we do not exclude some 
‘es regarding the specific contents and practices effected for the 
ction of this policy along with the development of practice. Such 
es will be either due to deviations in understanding some concrete 
ems and a desire to correct this, or, as a result of some changes 
1g place in some specific situations, some concrete contents and 
ti 1eed to be changed so as to make them more applicable to the new 
tion. But these changes can only make the policies more geared to 
il circumstances and more suited to the interests of the people, 
ead of being fundamental changes in major state policies. These non- 
mental changes in concrete contents and practices and the protracted 
inging nature of the policy of invigorating the domestic economy and 
to the outside world are not opposed to each other but dialect ically 
ied. 
r ffering setbacks and carrying out exploration over many years, our 


is gained a most profound experience, and that is, whether socialist 
tion succeeds or not depends on whether! irxism is integrated with 


itv of socialist construction 








the most valuable acquisition of our whole party. The policy of inv 
the domestic economy and opening to the outside world is pre 


ci 
scientific summation of our experiences over more than 30 years 
lly embodies the spirit of respecting reality and objective laws and 
- 


therefore glitters with the brilliant rays of the ideological line of seek- 
ing truth from facts. So, this is the root of why it is correct, why it is 
effective, why it enjoys great popularity among the people, and why it is 


i 
=P > a nie enc — 7 . 
guaranteed not to change over a long, long time. 
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THE ART OF PRAISING 





Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 p 30 
[Article by Lu Shi [6424 4258]}] 


[Text] Should praising be an art? Yes, and it should be a highly refined 
art, too. 


In the Yinggquan production brigade of the town of Botou in Hebei, a Zhaohua 
Peasants’ Verse Writing Society was formed. Having read their poetry, Com- 
rade Gao Yang gave them some books as a gift and wrote them two letters to 
encourage them and to communicate to them his wishes. In one letter, he 
said: "It is naturally gratifying, and it is an unprecedented phenomenon, 
that a small group of rural young men and women who want to become poets 
have gradually won some reputation. However, I think if this small group 
of young people does not further strengthen their link with the broad masses 
of peasants, particularly young peasants, and if they do not conscientiously 
raise the ideological standard and artistic standard of their poetry, they 
would probably become intoxicated with complacency amid the acclaim of 
admirers, courting the result mentioned in ‘The Pitiful Story of Zhong Yong' 
[Zhong Yong was much praised as a child for being a prodigy, but gradually 
grew up to be a mediocrity because of the lack of a sustained effort to 
learn] by Wang Anshi [an llth century ;olitician and scholar of the Song 
Dynasty]."" He also said: "I think that in writing poetry with the country- 
side as the theme, it is better to increase the amount of ‘rustic native 
flavor’ at the expense of ‘foreign flavor,' and to adopt traditional national 


st 


styles to a greater extent at the expense of ‘schoolboy talk. 


The letters not only affirm and give support to the advanced personalities 
concerned, but also very sincerely point out their shortcomings and a cor- 
rect orientation for their endeavor. From this example we can probably 
learn some lessons concerning how to treat advanced personalities. This 
article will focus on some problems rather than a great deal of achievements. 
Some examples of problems are as 

In organizing and presenting information about advanced personalities, and 
in some categories of propaganda published in newspapers and magazines, 
achievements may be exaggerated, or what has been achieved by many people 


may be attributed to a single individual. 














When one becomes an advanced personality, one may be approached by many 
units for appointment as a representative or committee member, so that one's 
time is fully occupied by meetings and one cannot do one's work as a worker, 
peasant, or teacher. 


When one becomes an advanced element, one's whole family may also become 
models. Thus, one's father may attend a representatives' meeting; one's son 
may attend the congress of a youth organization; and one's daughter may 
attend a meeting for commending women red-banner pacesetters. However, at 
each meeting, the organized and presented information concerning the exem- 
plary deeds is almost entirely based on the same facts. 


Advanced personalities are given encouragement by way of material awards, 
but inadequate attention is paid to giving them ideological assistance. 

It seems that when one becomes an advanced element, one can only be praised 
and must not be criticized. To make things worse, some people help promote 
formalism, boast outrageously, and indulge in extravagant flattery, so that 
the advanced personalities are spoiled. 


Here we have not the slightest intention of blaming advanced personalities. 
We actually mean that in praising or commending others, one must bear a 
heavy responsibility. One must genuinely love and help advanced personali- 
ties, must have greater consideration for them, and must act according to 
dialectics in appraising them. 


In praising others, one must have a sense of propriety; one must neither 
praise others insufficiently nor exaggerate. Exaggeration amounts to 
bringing shame on advanced personalities instead of praising them. If one 
obstinately overpraises advanced personalities or confers too many titles 
on them, one is separating them from the masses instead of helping them 
establish links with the masses. It is \ike causing the roots of a plant 
to rot by overly watering it. Excessive boasting and flattery will make 
one get a swollen head and go astray. Genuine praise should be plain in 
style. 


In making advances, advanced personalities will also meet difficulties and 
frustrations. They also have to stand many tests amid successes and 
failures. They also need to study and need others’ help. When advanced 
personalities become famous, they will receive much praise but little 
criticism. One will do them a most valuable service if one promptly points 
out their shortcomings, does something to remind them of their shortcomings, 
and prevents them from becoming intoxicated. 


cso: 4004/15 
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promoting urban reforms. New changes of great historical significance in 
the relations between the cities and the countryside have been taking place 
in our country. People must correspondingly change their ideas, replacing 
old ideas by new ones. Therefore, I think that if conditions permit, it 
becomes a highly necessary and beneficial thing for the city dwellers to 
have more visits to the “weizhuang," where they can carefully observe the 
exciting life and profound changes. 
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NEW EXPLORATIONS OF THE EXPLORERS--ON LU WENFU'S CREATIVE WORK IN THE NEW 
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Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dex 
[Literary and art commentary by Chen Liao [7115 6697] 


[Text] Comrade Lu Wenfu [7120 2429 1133] is a writer who has grown up and 
matured since the founding of new China. In the 1950's, he made a name for 
himself by writing “Deep in the Alley.” In the 1960's, he won praise for 
his "Master Ge.” After the removal of the four villains, he won the 1977- 
1978 and 1980 outstanding short stories awards with his “Sacrifice” and 
"The Old Peddler Family." Then, in 1983, he won another such award with 
“The Wall.” His novelette "The Gourmet" was widely read. Although Lu 
Wenfu has already reached the age when one supposedly "knows the decrees of 
heaven” (he is 57), he still maintains and carries forward the spirit of 
exploration displayed in his early years as an “explorer” of literature. 

He has not written as many books as some of the "proficient" writers, but 
each piece of his writing is the result of the solemn quest for life. Thus, 
each piece can evoke due response from the readers. Besides profound ideas, 
he also strives for artistic quality. This untiring spirit of exploring 

is worth promoting. If there is any “secret" to the success of Lu Wenfu's 
creative works in the new period, this is probably it. 

Lu Wenfu's explorations in his creative works in the new period can mainly 


be seen in the following aspects: 


He explores ways to imbue a stronger sense of history and sense of reality 

. , . . ’ ‘ 

in his characters. In the past, the characters in Lu Wenfu'’s works only 
showed their thoughts and actions at the time. Even when he described their 


past, he only did so for the purpose of illustrating the historical roots of 
their present thoughts and actions. He was unable to make his readers see 
the historical content f his artisti images. Thus, his characters lacked 

a strong sense of history and lacked depth. His recent works are quite 
different. As aman of experience who has seen a lot, he now has the “family 
history" of hundreds of characters in mind. Thus, he can stand on the plane 


of history and use historical viewpoints in describing how his characters 


think and act in a particular way in real life. Thus, even though he does 


. ? 7 - 
not tell us anything about a person past, we can still feel or guess what 
this person was like in the past from the portrayal of his gestures, his 











Spc . 1 h1S action. [This has enhanced the sense re iC € I 
histor in his characters. Director Wu in "The Wall" is s pers ° 1 
the story, Wu impresses uS aS a WOLI ldl yise man who is shrewd l '"leader- 
ship" and mediation in the matter of fixing the wall. But, fr the r- 
trayal of his words and deeds, we can perceive and realize his past; in his 
ith, ne was "also full of life and vigor," quite ike tl slic ind sly 
person he now is. But the repeated movements and political struggles 
smoothed his edges and made him feel frustrated. Perhaps he had been over- 
hasty in making known his stand on a particular issue and had suffered as a 
result. Because of t iS, ne became over utious. At one stage 9 he showed 
as toward one of the three factions in the institute and was attacked by 
the other two. His immediate boss kept him in a leadership position all 
ali ecause he was obedient and appeared to be experienced and prudent. 
Thus, he turned from a young man "full of life and vigor" into the leader 
ie w is. Although the story tells us about today's Wu, we can feel what 
the Wu of yesterday was like. hus, the character has a "realizable 
historical content" as Engels noted. In "The Special Tribunal," Wan 
Changping was a man of the past for whom a memorial service had been held, 
it then there is a strong sense of reality about this character. Wang 
is a ym 1, feeble-minded, and conservative man of wretched appearance, 
it he had a smooth career and was promoted time and again. The reason 
re: First, people of this kind kept themselves well-protected and kept 
reminding themselves that they “must not make mistakes and create problems." 
second, people of this kind were “smooth" and "obedient." ey "regarded the 
+ sc «C+ } - | : . ] - ae ro («ff , MILs , } , : : 
1.eadel is their boss and the masses as customers. iney kicked out people 
h ide mistakes without showing any consideration for their feelings, 
treating them as beggars."' Today, as major reform is being carried out in 
respect t idre work, the emergence of an artistic image like Wang Changping 
vill no doubt give us much food for thought: Can cadres like hin be chosen 
a iccessors? Can they be allowed into leading bodies? Can they meet the 
ieeds in the new situation of all-round reform? Is Wang Changping still 
ilj ind active among us? Thus, this character for whom a memorial service 
eld has a very vivid sense of reality. The characters in Lu Wenfu's 
r in the new period can impress us with their sense of history and 
sense of reality because he has not just one, but many, people like Director 
Wu and Wang Changping on file. Lu Wenfu resumed creative writing after the 
"Great Cultural Revolution.” He entered the special arena of creative 
ritin ith the accumulated experience of / years as a journalist, 8 year: 
is a worker, and 9 years as a peasant. hings are not as easy as they se 
to . Jithout such a wealth of experience, Lu Wenfu's brief sketches of 
iracters could not impress us with such a strong sense of histor ind 
>¢ I re lit: . 
' oa 1 . » mes Pee , j hi: hernaiicol | 17°" 
1 hi rks, he explores ways to reflect bi; lin through the al 
id t ike the "big" things appear even "bigger." Lu Wenf is quite goo 
t thi t egin with. For 30 vears, he wrote about nobodies, inor inci- 
tS, iL] ities and towns, and torms in teacups, trying t see the Dif, 
ithe wid through the smal] Winaow i life. ul in l pre LOU rit 
I { “big” thin were ft trict! uh Ln er "bi 7 i , 
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REFORM AND BASIC SOCIAL CONTRADICTIONS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 pp 36-41 


|Article by Zhang Jing [4545 4544]] 


[Text] The contradictions between the relations of production and the 
forces of production, and between the superstructure and the economic base, 
provide the impetus for social development and are the basic cause of all 
social change. The standpoint and point of departure of the Decision of the 
CPC Central Committee on the Reform of the Economic Structure is an analysis 
of the development and changes in our nation's basic social contradictions 
Since the establishment of the socialist system. It particularly concerns 
itself with the present manifestations, and through the analysis points out 
he direction and road of reform and proposes reform policies and measures. 
Thus, in studying the decision of the Central Committee, we should deeply 
ponder the relationship between reform and the basic social contradictions. 


Treating Our Nation's Basic Social Contradictions in a Dialectical and All- 
Round Way 


What is the situation concerning our nation's basic contradictions? 


We can see from the Central Committee decision that our party has made an 
all-round appraisal and dialectical analysis of our nation's basic social 
contradictions. That is, the socialist relations of production which have 
as their base the public ownership of the means of production are, generall‘ 
speaking, suited to the development of the forces of production; and a 
socialist superstructure which has as its core the four basic principles is, 
generally speaking, suited to the economic base. It is exactly for these 
reasons that our nation's economic construction has been able to achieve 
results which were totally impossible to achieve in old China, and this has 
demonstrated the superiority of the socialist system. However, our rela- 
tions of production and the superstructure have not yet been sufficiently 
perfected and there still exists the malady of aspects being unsuited to o1 


} 


even obstructing the development of the forces of production. Thus, the 


+ 

A 
speed of economic development has been affected, which has resulted in the 
superiorities of the socialist system not being brought fully into play. 


It is precisely this contradictory situation where things are on the one 


hand suited, but on the other hand not suited, where the basic system ij 
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of development was slow in the old econ my was that the relations of proauc-— 
tion and the superstructure had not been perfected and there still existed 
che malady Or these pdelns insulted to or even obstructing the forces of pro- 
duction. It is quite certain that doing well in the overall reform of the 
economic structure in accordance with the Central Committee's decision will 
promote the great development of ir nation's social forces of production. 
[he positive and negative experiences and lessons embodied in the development 


— oe d : . natin : ee : oo wshi -} — : 4 — 
curve, if summec up in one polnt, S precisely that which was pointed out Dy 


the Central Committee's decision: China can only be saved through socialism. 
Only if the basic social contradictions are correctly handled and reform is 
carried out with great vigor can we cause the socialist economy to smoothly 
develop in a lively and vigorous way. We must take these two aspects and 


. 


ink , . } 77 hino [ry a ’ 7 ,yatr ; > T«- 1,7 y 
link them together, handle things in an overall way, and analyze things 


}3 «7 . [_- ] ay - k= ¢ — | . r _ —_ 1 {a ‘ , ' 
lialectically so that people, as pointed out in the Central Committee's 
° ° we. *-. . — ° ‘ : ° ; . - . Se a L _ 
gecision fully reaiize tnat socialism with Uninese characteristics snould 
b a 
be full of vitality, different from the rigid pattern of the past and funda- 
> s . > 


-_ >) Tes _: « — ry ~ 4 14 . ™ hn (co a : ; 

mentally different from the capitalist system. This will deepen their 
} ’ 1 . . -eitiaor . eg > 3 om . 1, } » daw —__— ; 

understanding of scientific socialism so that they devote themselves to 


, ¢ : " 
maxing rerorms. 


Drawing Enlightenment From the Twists of History 
oe - 
As to the quest 10n Or the reiat L1lonsnhnip petween tne pasic soclai contradic- 


Q years we have taken a winding road. In 
RC and in the First 5-Year Plan, 


a 


tions and reform, over the last 
general, during the early years of the P 
the track was correct, even though there were some shortcomings and errors. 
Rather large mistakes occurred in the 10 years after 1957 and during the 
Cultural Revolution." Lin Biao and the “gang of four" brought disorder. 
Since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee, we have 

again returned to the correct track of Marxism. Looking back on this winding 
‘course is beneficial to deepeni.rg our understanding, on the theoretical level, 
of the Central Committee's decision on reform. 


y ) 


The first few years after the founding of the PRC and the First 5-Year Plan 
were a period of great changes in, and great reform of, our nat ion's rela- 
tions of production. In this period our party combined the basic principles 
of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of our nation's revolution 
ind construction, creatively carried out the socialist transformation of the 
privately owned means of production and smoothly completed the tasks of 


irge-scale economic construction. With regard to the individual economy 


¥f the peasants, in accordance with the situation of the forces 0! produc- 
: ] } ’ iis " 7 ; ‘ 7, | ‘ . ~ + 
tion and the level of the peasants’ understanding, we adopted a set ol 


transitional forms from the lower levels to the higher levels and graduall/\ 
realized cooperativization. With regard to the transformation of capitalist 
industry and commerce, we also creatively adopted, on the basis of the 
ictual situaticn, a set of state capitalist forms from the lower levels to 

the higher levels so that gradual transition would occur and success would be 


5; great change in the rela- 


ichieved when the conditions were ripe. Thus, t 
; , : on deme dng . 
tions of production not only did not damage the forces of procuction, but 


leveloped them. 
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SOME NOTES TO THE ‘READING NOTES' 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 inside back cover 
[Article by Lu Tingying [5713 2185 5391]] 


\Text] Reading notes are not intended to be formally published. They 
merely amount to some personal notes made by people engaged in some studies, 
or amount to some reserves which can be used, like materials, raw materials, 
or semifinished products, in the writing of some works. Thus, the "Reading 
Notes and Extracts" part of Engels' "Natural Dialectics" is something of 
this nature. 


Such reading notes generally express in a concise style the most essenti: 
part of the writer's discovery from his own studies. In these notes, 
little attention is paid to what is important in formally published articles, 
such as "introduction, elucidation of the theme, transition to other view- 
points, and summing up,” or "linking, transition, explanation, balancing," 
and so on. Therefore, their content is relatively condensed and concen- 
trated, their style is rather simple, and they are rather short. It is 
almost impossible for any reading notes to form an article in the absence 

of genuinely good ideas, though such ideas might just be some incomplete 
views or what are called "sparks of thinking." Thus, reading notes have 
become a form of expression of short articles. For example, Lenin's "Readin 
Notes by Political Commentators" is a terse, forceful, and vivid political] 
commentary in the form of reading notes. 


* * * 


Commenting on "Ri Zhi Lu" [A Record of Daily Accumulation of Knowledge] by 
Gu Yanwu [a 17th-century scholar and thinker], Liang Qichao [a scholar, 
1873-1929] said: "Probably at that time anyone who was keen to learn 

would invariably keep a ‘reading notes book’ and would write down whatever 
inspiring ideas they gained in reading books." He also said that this habit 
"actually amounted to a method of work whereby knowledge was acquired 
through the overcoming of difficulties and virtues are fostered through 
spurring on oneself through practice." 


Liang also said: "At that time, in writing books, top scholars always 
declined to write anything beyond the original inspiring ideas they 
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CONCISE AND EASY TO UNDERSTAND, WITH A UNIQUE STYLE--COMMENTING ON AND 
INTRODUCING "EIGHT DECADES OF MODERN CHINA' 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 84 outside back cover 
[Book review" by Hua Ren [5478 0086] ] 


[Text] "Eight Decades of Modern China" (published by the People's Publish- 
ing House of Shanghai) is concise, easy to understand, and written in a 
unique style. Its chief editor is Comrade Chen Xulu [7115 2485 7785]. The 
following are its main characteristics: 


1. It features a new style of presentation. One of the traditional 
styles of presentation adopted by writers of historical records in our 
country is the "chronicle of complete events." The advantage of this style 
is that every event is fully described from beginning to end and clearly 
elucidated. The style of this book basically embodies the "chronicle of 
complete events." The book contains 33 chapters, each of which is divided 
into a number of subtopics. Each chapter not only forms an independent 
piece of reading, but also exists as an integral part of the whole work 
which is closely linked to preceding and subsequent parts, so that reading 
is made easy. In other works, the usual pattern is that some 10 major 
events, such as the Opium War, the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, and so on, 
are separately dealt with. This book is a departure from this pattern. 

In other works a comprehensive chronological order is often stressed so 
that historical events are broken up into fragmentary pieces of descrip- 
tions. This shortcoming has also been avoided in this book. Thus, this 
book gives the reader a fresh feeling. 


2. New fruits of study are embodied in this book. It incorporates his- 
torians' new achievements over the past several years arising from the 
teaching of and research on modern Chinese history. These achievements are 
incorporated in varicus relevant chapters and topics. For example, things 
in Chapter 1, "China in the Age of Seclusion and the World," and Chapter 4, 
"China Being Shaken," are not described in detail in ordinary teaching 
materials. This book also emphatically narrates and comments on the major 
events occurring in the Shanghai area and the important personalities con- 
cerned. Its contents include developments ranging from the appearance of 
concessions in Shanghai to the activities of the customs authorities, banks, 
industry, and commerce; developments ranging from the Xiaodao [Small Sword] 
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Society Uprising in Shanghai, the three attacks against Shanghai by the 
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom army, the "Subao" case, the anti-American patriotic 
campaign of 1905, to worker movements of the earlier periods, and so on. 


3. New ideas abound in its narratives and expositions. The modern history 
of China is a history of the Chinese people's struggle against imperialism 
and feudalism. Of course, there are also other major issues, like learning 
from foreign countries and from the West, an endeavor which is specifically 
reflected in getting to know the world and seeking new theories; the explora- 
tion of new theories; the launching of social reforms; the promotion of the 
modernization of society; and so on. While fully expounding anti-imperialist 
and antifeudal struggles, the book also appropriately appraises the efforts 
of many patriotic intellectuals, who have a realistic spirit, in starting 
reforms and revolutions for the sake of the destiny of the motherland and 

the nation. This is precisely the point ignored by some books of the same 
kind written in the past. The book clearly distinguishes important things 
from less important ones and is true to life. Reading it helps one obtain 

a deeper and more concrete understanding of the following clear and unambigu- 
ous conclusion which has been proved to be correct by historical developments 
over the past century: "Only socialism can save China." 


4. Written in a popular style, this book is easy to read. Although it 
contains more than 300,000 characters in nearly 600 pages, it is not diffi- 
cult to read because it describes things clearly and with a relatively 
appropriate degree of elaboration or brevity. It contains 84 photographs 
and 12 maps. The combination of writing and illustrations gives the reader 
a deeper impression. Some topics are very vividly written, integrating 
narrative with comments and historical facts with expositions; they are 
written like a story and can arouse the reader's interest. 


As a popular theoretical work, this book is a bit teo long. Moreover, as 
a complete book on modern Chinese history, it should describe the develop- 
ment of science, technology, literature, and art in modern times. If two 
or three more topics are added to cover these areas, the book will be more 


perfect. 
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